











Christa Schubert













6/30 10













SVSU Credit
Writing and Reading across the Curriculum
Website Review

Topic: The Fur Trades, focusing on Voyageurs and Coureurs des Bois (clothing, food, animals hunted)
1. http://www.wildernessclassroom.com/www/schoolhouse/boreal_library/voyageurs/index.htm 

The Wilderness classroom/Boreal Forest Library, Western Springs, IL
Though this site is by no means the most in depth, the facts are presented with a tagline question, followed by the information. Each question piece is a clearly-written, digestible amount of information that gives students a “big picture” introduction to the Fur Trades in New France. Middle school students would be able to read and understand the text, and the question pieces could be split up for a jigsaw activity.  

2. http://www.furtrade.org/3collct/3collct4.html 
Museum of the Fur Trade, Chadron NE (At the site of the James Bordeaux Trading Post, est. 1837)
This Bordeaux Trading Post wasn’t established until after the westward expansion, so it is not relevant to the period I focus on with students. The site does have, however, wonderful examples of trade objects such as beads, blankets, woodsmen rifles, pipes, and trade silver. I really like that the students can see pictures, rather than drawings of these items.

3. http://www.pc.gc.ca/apprendre-learn/prof/index_e.asp 
Parks Canada Official site – Teacher Resource section (can search by curriculum, albeit Canadian)
This site is GREAT for any content area and grade level! There are loads of educational resources, theme-based units, links, youth zone activities, quizzes, virtual tours – you name it! Very well-organized and teachers can search by province, grade and subject. My focus was on the Lachine trading post in Quebec, which is now a park site/interpretation center. There is a nice section on Canadian Stories where I picked up another reading piece for students regarding the impact of fashion on history and the environment. There is also a wonderful game in the Youth Zone where students help Samuel de Champlain find misplaced items. You will find this site to be very comprehensive and interactive.
4. http://www.louisrielinstitute.com/images/culture/leggings.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.louisrielinstitute.com/culture/clothing.php&usg=__xyn26asWccM_GlTiU2Ubzo1kuZc=&h=304&w=200&sz=47&hl=en&start=9&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=gaMCDZWw7vj55M:&tbnh=116&tbnw=76&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dfur%2Btraders%2Bclothing%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DX%26rlz%3D1T4ADRA_enUS341US349%26tbs%3Disch:1  (Yikes!)
The Louis Riel Institute, Winnipeg, Manitoba (Center for preserving Métis culture)
The LRI site provides great background information and authentic photos of the Fur Trade culture. It explains what was worn and why, has a recipe for pemmican, and even shows videos of music & dance of the period, as well as the making of the famous voyageur sashes! I recommend this for teacher preparation of a fur trade lesson.
